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W hen Jacquie haydon walked into the alaska heritage 

House, it was love at first sight. The house was on 

its last legs, “really dilapidated,” she says, but like any besot-

ted suitor, she quickly saw its potential. “I walked in and it took 

me three seconds to figure out this house really needed to be 

saved.” And like most people who perform emergency res-

cues, she had to do some quick thinking. She decided to buy 

the downtown landmark and suddenly found her life “moving 

on a whole different track,” she says. continued on Page 56
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A Fairbanks house on the 

National Historic Registry 

gets a new lease on life

… and rebuilt

The house
Lthatl

love built



A wedding gift
The house has always had a romantic past. It was built in 

1916 by Arthur Williams for the woman he loved – a young 
lady from Dawson who needed a powerful incentive to start 
her life over in the middle of Alaska. That incentive ar-
rived – all 4,000 square feet of it – via sternwheeler. Ordered 
from a catalog, the home was of unprecedented luxury for the 
northern town settlement with 10 foot ceilings, oak floors, a 
masonry fireplace and seven bedrooms – it was the jewel of 
Fairbanks. This romantic bribe brought the couple three happy 
years until Arthur’s unexpected death, and Lucielle’s subse-
quent departure. Since that time, the home has traded hands 
18 times and while many of those hands were loving, the home 
was in dire shape when it was put up for sale in 2005. Jacquie 
was determined to recreate the house exactly as it was when it 
was a wild romantic gesture.

Building a foundation for the future
Luckily, Jacquie had more than just high hopes and a 

vision. She also had experience in construction and foun-
dations. She and her husband Cliff, now deceased, owned 
a construction company together so she brought practical 
knowledge to the restoration project as well as love.

continued from Page 55

Arthur Williams (pictured here) built the home in 1916 for the 
woman he loved, Lucielle from Dawson City. (Lucielle had 
refused to move to Fairbanks unless Arthur gave her “the home 
of her dreams.”)

ALASKA HOME    56    AS Seen in the Spring 2009 iSSue of ALASKA hoMe MAgAzine 



The repairs to the home included rebuilding a section of the 
foundation, re-insulating the original sawdust walls, mill-
ing wood to match the original siding and trim, flushing and 
cleaning the 13 original radiators, and bringing the plumbing 
and electrical up to code. 

Jacquie’s restoration partner, Frank Brown, shared her 
enthusiasm. “We looked on this place as a project,” she says of 
the 2 1/2 year-long labor of love. “We said, let’s bring it back 
to 1916. We decided that everything we bring into the house 
has to be appropriate to the time. Everything we do has to 
be correct – all the new construction has to match identically 
with what was there.” Says Jacquie, “We really love to renovate 
and we kept each other on track.”

“It was a huge project,” she says, “way bigger than we 
thought, of course.”

Achieving authenticity – a family affair
To research the era, Jacquie immersed herself in books and 

spent “tons of time on the computer.” But one of her most 
valuable resources was her family – three generations of it. Her 
mother, who recently turned 90, consulted on the décor and 
also made drapes for the entire house (it took a month and a 
half – “quite a lot of sewing,” says Jacquie). 

Jacquie’s daughter went with her to antique hot spots in the 
Lower 48 to find the things Jacquie couldn’t purchase locally. One 
thing, however, they didn’t need to look for. The immaculate din-
ing set, built in 1875, is original to the house and is where you’re 
treated to breakfast if you’re lucky enough to be a guest of the 
house. The table still has the discreet button that Lucielle would 
press in order to summon the maid during dinner. 

Family, floods and ‘fancy ladies’
With so many rooms – each with their own charm and 

personality – it’s hard for Jacquie to pick a favorite. There’s the 
Mary Lee Davis room where the second owner of the house, 
a New York City author, most loved continued on Page 59
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❝It’s the perfect way for  
people to experience the way 

people lived in 1916.❞
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to write. She adored the Fairbanks home 
and even wrote about the house in one 
of her books. Her residency led the 
home to be listed on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Homes as the Mary Lee 
Davis House.

The Chena River Suite commemo-
rates the floods that happened with 
regularity when the house was new (a 
wall from the basement showing the 
actual flood levels of the time is cleverly 
preserved and displayed). 

The room with the most exciting 
story is, perhaps, the “Georgia Lee 
Boudoir.” Named for a notorious 
“fancy lady,” the room looks out onto 
4th Avenue where many of the town’s 
female professionals would line up and 
await patronage. She became quite 
prosperous and became good friends 
with a famous Fairbanks woman 
named Blanche Cascaden. “This won-
derful pioneering miner had a mining 
claim out in Livengood,” says Jacquie. 
“Georgia followed the men out to 
the mine and the two women became 
next door neighbors and then good 
friends.” This story resonates deeply 
with Jacquie 

continued from Page 57

continued on Page 61
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The “Georgia Lee Boudoir” room was named for a notorious “fancy 
lady,” who became quite prosperous as well as good friends with a 
famous Fairbanks woman named Blanche Cascaden, the great-aunt of 
Jacquie’s husband Cliff, now deceased. “So it’s all part of Fairbanks 
history, and also part of my children’s history,” says Jacquie.
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because Blanche was Cliff ’s great-
aunt. “So it’s all part of Fairbanks 
history, and also part of my children’s 
history,” says Jacquie.

Take a short visit to Alaska’s past
Jacquie had always had an idea that 

she would enjoy running a B&B. “I like 
people,” she says, “and this house lent itself 
to the idea perfectly.” Indeed with seven 
bedrooms and a romantic and intriguing 
history that would attract tourists and 
locals alike, it seemed like destiny. “It’s the 
perfect way for people to experience the 
way people lived in 1916.”

They say you should never try to change 
the one you love but no one’s ever said you 
shouldn’t try to change it back. l

It was in this room (at left) where the sec-
ond owner of the house, Mary Lee Davis 
(pictured above), most loved to write. She 
adored the house and wrote about it in her 
1931 book “We are Alaskans.”

continued from Page 59
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